This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Interventions
Haemodialysis at a frequency of six times per week was compared with three times per week for male patients aged 60 years with severe AKI in the intensive care unit (ICU).
Location/setting

USA/hospital ICU
Methods
Analytical approach:
A Markov model was developed in order to incorporate the costs and benefits of the interventions. A lifetime horizon and a one-year cycle length were considered in the analysis. The authors stated that a societal perspective was taken.
Effectiveness data:
The clinical estimates used in the model were based on a selection of known relevant studies and the authors' assumptions. A published randomised controlled trial was the main study used to derive the mortality data. This key source was supplemented with data from other studies, but the details of these were not fully reported.
Monetary benefit and utility valuations:
The health state utilities were obtained from published studies and a time trade-off technique was used.
Measure of benefit:
The benefit measure was quality-adjusted life-years (QALYs). The QALYs appear to have been discounted at an annual rate of 3%.
